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positive and constructive features. Kritiken and Widerlegungen of a 
dozen scholars " right " and "left" may be exciting at the time, but do 
not form a permanent contribution to the literature of the prophets. 
Those who feel it incumbent upon them to follow the positions taken 
by different scholars must know what Giesebrecht says here. Those 
whose aim is to learn about the prophets will doubtless find more 
instructive and suggestive reading elsewhere. 

The absence of clear definition of topics, and of logical progress 
of thought, is illustrated, not to say indicated, by the unsatisfactory 
editing of the volume for the press. There are no titles or headings, 
large or small, except that the two appendices have titles. One can 
scan four, five, or six pages in succession without discovering even a 
paragraph indentation. The table of contents is most unsatisfactory. 
Making use of it, the reader often finds the page referred to unbroken 
even by paragraphs. 

In his preface the author's tone is throughout one of apology. We 
are, however, indebted to him for a clear statement here of what he 
calls his " Standpunkt." To him the revelation of God to the prophets 
is no figure of speech, but a sure reality ; but the reality of the revela- 
tion does not demand that it be accomplished by means of an objective 
miracle. We would be glad courteously to call this his thesis as well 
as his point of view ; but this he forbids by frankly avowing his pur- 
pose : " So habe ich mich bald gegen rechts, bald gegen links wenden 
miissen, mit Angriff und Abwehr, nicht aus schwachlicher Vermittel- 
ungsneigung, sondern aus dem Verlangen nach Wahrheit." 

The appendices are not subject to all the foregoing strictures. The 
one entitled " The Spirit of Jahwe " is a clear, though not very profound, 
historical examination of the Spirit as understood by the prophets, and 
that concerning the predictions of Ezekiel is a well-articulated discus- 
sion of this prophet's peculiarities. 

Owen H. Gates. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary. 



Uber die Aufgabe und Methode der sogenannten neutesta- 
mentlichen Theologie. Von D. H. Wrede, o. Professor 
der ev. Theologie zu Breslau. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht, 1897. Pp. 80. M. 1.80. 

This brochure contains the substance of lectures delivered by the 
author at a convention of clergy held under the auspices of the Univer- 



414 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

sity of Breslau. As is intimated in the title, Dr. Wrede believes that 
New Testament theology has no legitimate standing as a separate science. 
He contends, in the first place, that the writings of the New Testament 
are not sufficiently distinct either as to the age of their origin or as to 
their contents and peculiarities of thought or style to constitute a class 
by themselves. They are simply some of the literary results of the 
ferment of thought which occurred in Palestine at the opening of the 
Christian era and in consequence of the life and teaching of Jesus of 
Nazareth. But so also were the first epistle of Clement, the epistle of 
Barnabas, and the Didache. To say that the New Testament writings 
have been recognized as canonical is to put the cart before the horse. 
Upon historical principles they should be recognized as canonical 
after their uniqueness has been proved, not be declared unique because 
they have been received as canonical. But, secondly, Dr. Wrede holds 
that the method usually employed in the building up of New Testament 
theology is defective and futile. It calls for too much analysis. It 
builds pyramids on their apexes — whole systems of thought out of 
fragments like James and Jude, or even the epistle to the Hebrews. 
These may represent only the incidental and subordinate elements in 
their authors' worlds of thought. Dr. Wrede would, therefore, dissolve 
the discipline of New Testament theology and relegate ,what is valid 
and valuable in it to the branches of New Testament introduction, 
exegesis, and the history of early Christian thought. His argument 
does not lack in clearness and vigor ; but it strikes one as a case of 
special pleading. It would be impossible to meet it at every point 
without writing a treatise of equal length. It is enough to say that 
the author loses sight of all analogies in the domain, not only of theo- 
logical science, but also of philosophy and history, and ignores funda- 
mental principles, deemed valid universally. 

A. C. Zenos. 
McCormick Theological Seminary. 



The Christian Doctrine of Immortality. By Stewart D. F. 
Salmond, M.A., D.D., Professor of Theology, Free Church 
College, Aberdeen. Third edition. Edinburgh : T. & T. 
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This massive volume constitutes the thirteenth series of The Cun- 
ningham Lectures. The appearance, within eighteen months of its origi- 



